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AgricuUural Beport. 
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" upstart and false friend," — ^reflect, I say, 
on those glaiing poat!. of his teMimony, 
and decide between this ridiculous " religi- 
ous reformer," and the respectable and 
blameless society which he has stigmatized 
with corruption. 

Gentleman, is it to be tolerated that a 
mountebank, half actor, all doctor, shall 
hold the genuine principles of religious 
liberty, for his invasion ot every religious 
worship, whose doctrines and constitutions 
his fanatic mind may lead him to distuib ? 
Shall this modern St. Paul, this infuriated 
apostle of the nineteenth century, be qui- 
etly permitted to run open-mouthed upon 
every circle of religious establishment ; 
infusing into the young minds of those 
who may listen to his vile cant, a distaste 
and dmepute Sov the profession of that 
worship adopted by their fathers ? Gen- 
tlemen, there is no man more decidedly 
inchned to religious toleration than my- 
self. But I ask some whom I see in that 
box, members of the establishment, whe- 
ther they would calmly view such a cant- 
ing hypocritical ruffian, indecently obtrude 
himself upon their attention in church, 
when their worthy bishop was addressing 
them from the pulpit ? I am certain that 
be would speedily meet a reception 
not at all less rude, than the subject of this 
tnal. Do not imagine that I advocate a 
savage act of violence j but when I assure 
you that the whole transaction has arisen 
out of an associated lescntment against the 



respectable body of Quakers; when I prove 
to you that this old envenomed serpent 
has, conjunctly with an unworthy, because 
a disgraced and discarded member, sat 
brooding over an administration of the 
rankest poison in place of gospel love. 
When you are convinced that this charla- 
tan has been instigated by 'his " dear Ri- 
chard Mountjoy,"who now sits behind hun, 
the friendly minister to his memory, you 
will not 1 egard his appeal so markesily tiv- 
rected to the " principles of the glorious 
revolution and the English constitution." 
Gentlemen, this prosecutor has told you, 
but will yon believe him, that he did not go 
profanely to oppose the doctrines of that 
meeting m the month of Septeinber, but 
from his prior administration, it appears 
1ms confirmed intention was to act so. I 
shall not any longer trespass pn your at- 
tention than to foiwam you ot the hard- 
sinp which every society is liable to from 
the insane visitation of such fanatics claim- 
ing a legal saiiction totally opposed to such 
a proceeding. I now conclude by admo- 
nishing you not to establish a precedent in 
this case for successive imitation — ^it is e- 
qually fraught WJth danger to all societies 
and merits your distinct and decided re- 
probation. 

The recoider commented at some length 
upon the evidence. 

The Jury, after a shott dolibeiation, 
brought in a verdict of gmhy, and tlje ic- 
corder sentenced him (S. Penrose) to pay 
» fine of £30. 



AGRICULTURAL REPORT, 

From Nov. 'JO,M Drj. 20, 18)0. 

WiNTi'K is a season so unfavourable to most or all of the farmers' operations in 
the field, that it turuishes a very scanty supply of materials for an agricultural le- 
poi t. 

'I'lic long continuance of wet weather has protracted the raising of the potato 
crops to a very late period, and consequently retaided the sowing of wheat 
so much, that it'is thought there will not be the usual quantity next season, unless 
the practice of sowing in spring is resorted to, which in warm favourable summers (uis 
been fequently found to succeed better than when sown too far on in the winter. 

It has been remarked that the crops of potatoes in many parts of the country, 
have not turned out so pioductive as their appeaiance g.ive reason to expect, a gen- 
eral complaint seems to prevail of the roots being smaller than usual, partici'laily 
where the old black kmd was planted, and some injury has been done to those that 
were not dug out at the time of the two or thrfee nights of hard trost, and which 
has been considerably increased by the proprietors having impiudently hurried them 
out of the ground, and binned them up betore the thaw came on ; the consequence 
of which has been, that they have milted many fiosted roots wilh the sound ones, and 
the whole is in danger of -being lost, unless tiiey are timely opened, and carefully 
sep'arated. 

The price of grain Iws been nearly stationary for two months back — some advance 
on oatshsts lately taken place. 



478 Commercial Report. [Dec. 

Flax, wfeicfe at the beginning of tlv seaJson, was sold at a very JSpw r^e, ha? expe- 
rienced a considerable rise ; and as Urfje orders at e now filUnj';' up for the English and 
Scotch market?, it U probable the prices will keep Up, and the fdr^ner find himself so 
amply compensated for the labour and expease of cultivation, as to induce him to hi- 
crease his exertions in the production of this necessary auterial in our staple manufac- 
ture 

As last summer was extrerael J favourable for the ripening and saving pf seed ; it is 
to be hoped the growers of flax wore generally so wise as to avail themselves of it, and 
not trust to a supply from foreign countries, which at all times is precarious, and 
may, if depended on, again involve us in difnculties similar to those we ei.perien- 
ced two years ago. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

To complete the crisis of commercial distress, with British mamifacturas burned 
on the continent, and the declaration of war on the part of Sweden, (so that 
both sides of the Sound are in possession of hostile powers, to thg exclusion of 
all trade with the Baltic, unless the small p,art unce amly connived at by the 
continental powers, in the shape of expoits from t (m) we have now the pro- 
bability of a contest with the United States of North America. The V'r?ncli 
Emperoi having revoked his Berlin and Milan decrees, and our gove-nmcut still 
retaining, or evading to relinquish their oiders in council, that source ol so much 
calamity already to these countries, the president of the United States has decla- 
red their ports open to the vessels of France, .ind that they will be shut against 
ours on tl^e second of February next, by the opeiatiou of their ilon-mtercourse 
act, if the British orders are not rescinded before that date. In the mean time, 
some American vessels enteung into French ports, have been seized by Butisli 
cruizers, and await the decisions of our Admiralty courts. America at length 
appears decidedly to have made a stand, and it now rests with our goveriiw 
ment to choose between the repeal of their decrees, or open hostility with Ame- 
rica. Tlie determination of this important question may in a considerable degree 
hinge on the change of administration, expected to result from the regency. The 
time is so limited, that any decision can now scarcely reach America, previously 
to the term fixed for the termination ot amicable intercourse. If the trade with 
Aiieiica should be permanently interiupted, we may then be consideied nearly to 
have reached the climax of commercial distress. We have the consolation to hope 
that all the flaxseed will have been shipped from America pi^evious to the ope» 
ration of the non-intercouise act. 

We are enabled to state from good private authority, that on a conference with 
the Marquis Wellesley, he infiormed some American merx;hants who waited on him, 
that the intentions of ministers would sho'rtly be made known to the chairman of 
the American chamber. It is thought that the orders in council would be rescind- 
ed, and a vigorous real blockade 'tariied into effect against ciirtam rf the prenc'i ports, 
and this measure, it is conceived, would do away the comlj-uciwe blockades, and sa- 
tisfy the Americans, who very justly object to the fiction of a nominal tlockade, 
while the ports are unattended by a blockading force. 

A letter from London gives the state of things in a few words. "The linen 
trade is uncommonly dull- indeed business of all kinds js quite as bad: (he coun- 
try begins to feel the - effects of the wise measures of our rulers." On this feeling 
spreading, and the ditficulties of the times pressing on individuals, must our hopes of 
amendment be built, if by such pressure a general sentiment in favour of peace is exci- 
fed. While the war lasts, we can only, look for a continuance and aggravation of dis- 
tress, affecting^ our trade and manufactures. The pressure may occasionally be felt 
more heavily in one branch than another, but the restoration of peace can alone 
remove the load. 

The distresses of the times affecting Britairt at least in an equal proportion as 
Ireland, prjive the fallacy of the argument, that pur calamities arise from the union. 
We must loek to tlie war for a common cause. " Two huiodred and seventy three 



